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Cooperative Efforts of the Trinity County Fire Safe
Council Proves Successful

Membersof the Trinity County Fire Safe
Council have been tremendousl
successful inobtaining fundsfromavariety ke
of sources to implement awide range of g
fuelsreduction projectsaround the county
and to continue fire safe education and §
outreach efforts. :

Natural Resources Conservation Service,
and members of the public.

Together, these groups are working to
involve the residents and landowners of
Trinity County in fire prevention and
response preparation in order to best
; avoid catastrophic firesin thefuture.
Just over the past year, Trinity County Fire §
Safe Council membershave obtained over *
$827,000in fundsfrom sourcesincluding
the Trinity County Resource Advisory
Committee, Bureau of Land Management,
Sacramento Regiona Foundation, and US
Forest Service to implement fuels |
reduction projects. These projectsinclude
thinning, shaded fuel breaks, planning, and
education and outreach.

Trinity County, withitshot, dry summers,
iS an area that is extremely prone to
wildfires. One of the goals of the Fire
Safe Council is to involve the whole
community in working to protect their
property as well as their neighbors’ by
being aware of the risk of fire damage
and taking some simple steps to help
preventit. Currently the Fire Safe Council
isleading an effort to devel op aL andscape
Scale Strategic Fire Management Plan for
Trinity County. A fire safe inspection

TheTrinity County Fire Safe Council was
formed in 1998 to reduce the risk of
catastrophic firein Trinity County and to program will be conducted by the 16
promote management activitiesto achieve & el s S volunteer departments during the coming
this goal. The Fire Safe Council is a year to guidelandownersin making their
cooperative effort of several agencies, Desired Condition-Open, Parklike propertiesmoredefensible.

including many local Volunteer Fire
Departments, California Department of

Forestry and Fire Protection, the US ) )

Forest Sarvice (both Shasta: Trinity and Six Also In This Issue: _
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Trinity River Restoration Program
Adaptive Environmental Assessment and Management Team Staff Biographies
by Doug Schluesner, Trinity River Restoration Program Executive Director

TheTrinity River Restoration Program recently held an Prior to that he held positionswith the U.S. Fish and Wildlife

open house to cel ebrate the completion of itsnew office,  Service, Oregon and Utah Departments of Wildlife, and a

located at 1313 South Main Street (next to Tops Market), private consulting firm. Brandt received hisMastersdegreein

and the arrival of several new employees. We are fisheries management from the University of Washington and

providing thefollowing series of short biographiesand his Bachel orsin aguatic biology from the University of

photos as a handy reference, and encourage you to stop Michigan.

by and meet the staff in person. The new telephone

number for the officeis 530-623-1800. DaryI Peterson Branch Chief, Monitoring & AnalysisDaryl

isariparian ecologist and comesto

the Restoration Program from The

Nature Conservancy’s Sacramento

} River Project, where he worked for

| the past seven years. Hereceived his

| Mastersdegreein biology, withan
emphasisinriver restoration, from

CdliforniaState University, Chico, and hisBachelorsin biology

from Whittier College. Hisinterest and experiencein ecological

modeling within the Sacramento River system will have great

applicationto the Trinity River Restoration Program.

Doug Schleusner ExecutiveDirector Doug received

- hisMastersdegreein regional
& planning from the University of
Massachusetts, and hisBachelors
of landscape architecturefrom
the University of Idaho. He
comesto the Restoration
¥ Program from the National
| | Headquarters of the USDA Forest
Service, where he was aprogram manager on the forest
and rangelands staff. His25-year career inland use
planning and recreation management with the Forest
Serviceincluded assignmentsin Southeast Alaska,
northern California, and northern New Mexico.

Ed Solbos, Branch Chlef Implementation Edhasa
wealth of practical engineering
experiencethat spans 25 years

Glenn Yosioka, Fish Biologist, Monitoring and Analysis

' Glenn comesto the Restoration
Program fromthe California
Department of Fish and Game, where
hewasafisheriesbiologist for the

F| Northern California- North Coast
and many western states. He = Region. Hereceived hisMasters
comesto the Restoration degreeinwildland resource science,
u Program from the Mid-Pecific with an emphasisin riparian restoration, from the University of

Region of the Bureau of Cadlifornia, Berkeley, and hisBachelorsdegreein fisheries

Reclamation, where hewas biology from the University of California, Davis. Hismany
Regional Engineer for the past six years. Prior to that years of anadromousfisheries experiencein northern California
time, Ed was AreaManager for the Lahontan Basinin with Fish and Game and several private consulting firmswill be

Carson City, NV for four years and Project Manager for ~ very valuableto the program.

theTrinity River Basin Field Officein Weavervillefrom

1986 t0 1991. Ed received hisBachelorsdegreein civil Robert Sullivan, Wildlife Biologist, Monitoring and
engineering from Brown University in Providence, RI. = AnalysisBob received hisPhD in
Hisintimate knowledge of theTrinity River, thelocal biology from the University of New
communities, and past restoration activitieswill be Mexico, and Mastersdegreesin
extremely valuableto the current program. wildlifemanagement and biology from
s Humboldt State University. He
comesto the Restoration Program
from the Texas Department of Parks
_ ) andWildlife, where hewas senior wildlife ecologist for the past
Program fromthe WeavervilleField four years. Bob bringsawide variety of experienceto the

| Office of the Bureau of Lf?‘“d program, having held positions as Endangered Species

| Management, wherehegainedvaluable  gnei o) ot the Physical Science Laboratory at New Mexico

' experi_ence astheTrinity River project State University, Assistant Professor of Wildlife and Biology at
coordinator for the past two years. continued on page 3

Brandt Gutermuth, Environmental Specialist,
] Implementation Brandt isan aquatic
biologist and comesto the Restoration
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...continued from page 2

TexasA&M University, and senior
curator of vertebrate zoology at the New
Mexico Museum of Natural History and
Science.

AndreasKrause, Hydraulic Engineer,
Monitoring and
Analysis
Andreasreceived
hisMasters
degreeincivil
engineering from
the University of

= Cdlifornia,
Davis, and hisBachelorsdegreeinthe
same subject from Northern Arizona
University. He comesto the Restoration
Program from the consulting firm
CH2M Hill in Redding, CA where he
was a project engineer and technical
specialistin hydrology, hydraulics,
fluvia geomorphology, andriver
restoration. Prior to that, Andreas
worked asahydrologist for the Navajo
Nation Department of Water Resources
inArizona.

Deanna Jackson, Secretary tothe

: g Executive
Director and
Office
Adminigtrative
l Assistant

g Deannacomes

! I Vtothe
Restoration Program from the Northern
CaliforniaAreaOffice of the Bureau of
Reclamation where sheworked asa
fiscal technician for the past six years.
Prior to that, Deannaworked in the
original Reclamation project officein
Weavervillefrom 1989 to 1996, where
shefilled many support roles as office
automation assistant. A Trinity High
School graduate, her familiarity with the
area, people, and Trinity River issues
will be avaluable asset to the program.

Trinity Occupational Training Assists with
West Weaver Creek Trail Development

A Trinity Occupational Training (TOT)
crew of four spent one week in July
helping to cut tread and brush in an
important mile-long segment of the
WeavervilleBasin Trail System along
West Weaver Creek between Oregon
and Mill Streets. The TOT crew
included crew |eader John Garrett,
Lennon Sun, Brian Skeen, Michell
Connor (and not pictured, Greg
McQuilliams). Thisproject took place
under the supervision of Trail Volunteer,
Jim Love, who hasdevoted asignificant
number of hoursin the layout and
construction of thistrail.

The West Weaver Creek Trail supports
the community’s effort to complete a
trail system that will be enjoyed not
only by thelocal community, but also
by touristsinterested in hiking, running,
biking, horseback riding and sightseeing
inaclose-to-town location.

Thisparticular trail ssgmentisrichin
historical and natural featuresand
highlightsthe overall historic theme of
Weaverville. Italsolinkstwo major
residential areas, providing animportant
alternative transportation route that
bypasses Highway 299. There are
parking areas at both ends of thetrail,
on Mill and Oregon Streets, just south
of West Weaver Creek.

The West Weaver Creek Trail islocated

on public lands managed by the Bureau
of Land Management. The BLM
granted Trinity County a50-year right-
of-way for thistrail in August 1999.
Thismajor milestonewascritical,
because most of the BLM lands near
Weavervillewereincludedina
proposed land trade. Without this 50-
year right of way, public accessto West
Weaver Creek could have been denied
by the new landowner. Thisright-of-
way will now remainin existenceif/and
or when ownership changes.

Trinity County, Trinity County RCD,
and Trinity RC& D Council haveall
attempted to obtain fundsfrom the
California Department of Parksand
Recreation’s Recreational Trail Program
(RTP) over the past three yearsto
construct thistrail, but theintense
statewide competition for fundsusually
resultsin themoney goingtotrailswith
much higher potential usage. The
Bureau of Land Management
encouraged the Trail Committeeto find
other waysto establish the trail so that
we did not lose the easement. The
opportunity to work with TOT and
provide our dedicated Trail Volunteers
with a project of this magnitude has
resulted in abeautiful new section of
trail for members of the community and
visitorsalike.

The vision that was put forth in the
WeavervilleBasin Trail Master Planis
for atrail on the south side of town that
allows peopleto hike, bike or horseback
rideall theway to the Industria Park.
ThisWest Weaver Creek segment isan
important first step inthiseffort. As
onenew user of thistrail told Jim,
“Thisislikeafairy taletrail!” Come
check it out. Jointhe WeavervilleBasin
Trail Committeeonahikeor a
workday. Trail enthusiasts meet on the
first Wednesday of each month at the
RCD office. For moreinformation, or
to get onthemailing list, call usat 623-
6004 or 623-2009 ext. 3.
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Bar 717 Environmental Camp - Sept. 2002

Weaverville Elementary Schoal sixth grade studentsat environmental camp at Bar 717, in Hyampom. Week-long activitiesincluded: watershed,
soils, and forestry education; with various hands-on activities such aswater-quality monitoring. Of coursetheweek wasnot al work,
the students enjoyed horseback riding, arts, crafts, music and campfireactivities.
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Upper South Fork Trinity River Watershed Restoration Implementation

Trinity County Resource This project includes: survey and hired two Trinity County residentsto
Conservation Districtis design; removal of all culvertsand  operatethe equipment.

implementing alarge-scale hardware; excavation of associated

restoration project in the Upper fill material; where feasible, TheDistrict’ simplementation team

South Fork Trinity River Watershed. placement of fill material alongthe  for thisproject isled by Cynthia
Approximately 2 milesof high-risk  existing roadbed with aslopenotto  Tarwater, Project Coordinator, with
road is being decommissioned to exceed 2:1; removal and disposal of  Arrow Harrington and Scot Lindsey,
reduce theamount of sediment going all extrafill materia to a USFS Restoration Technicians.
into theriver. Pastland management approved location; outsloping areas
practices have significantly without spoil material; and mulching
increased the rate and volume of and seeding of all disturbed areas
sediment being deliveredto nearby  with weed-free straw and native
streams by erosion. Roads and other grasses. There are 16 ditch relief
management activitieshavealtered  culvertsand 5 large stream crossings
natural drainage patternsinavariety with culvertsthat are being removed.
of waysto accelerateerosionand  Thetotal estimated volume of dirt to
increase deposition of sedimentinto  be moved is 23,000 cubic yards with
area streams. 20,000 cubic yards coming from the
stream crossings.

R

® Theproject is Cynthia Tarwater, Project Coor dinator

designedto

minimize

potential erosion  This project hasbeen fundedin the
tothe streams. amount of $233,779 by the

| The Trinity California Department of Fish and
County RCD has Game's California Coastal Salmon
beenperforming  Restoration Project and the Trinity
thistype of work  County ResourceAdvisory
successfully fora Committee (RAC) Titlell Program.

number of years.
b The work was
designed by
The 29N30D road islocated on LorrieBundy, aNatural
remote landswithin the Shasta- Resource Conservation

Trinity National Forest (Forest Service (NRCS) Engineer
Service). The Forest Servicehas  stationed in Weaverville, in
identified no futureland management cooperation with the Forest
needsfor thisroad, and aguatic risk  Service and the South Fork
isconsidered high. Consequently, = Coordinated Resource

the 29NI30D road was identified asa Management Planning

road to bedecommissionedinthe  group. Heavy equipment
“Upper South Fork/Happy Camp work beganin mid-August
Watershed Restoration Decision with asubcontract to John
Notice” in June of 2000. Buick Construction, who
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Grading Ordinance—Do We Need One?

Grading isprimarily undertaken for the
construction of roads, building pads,
new sewage disposal systemsand
many other earthmoving needs.
“Grading” includes earthmoving
activities such asexcavating, placement
of fill, terracing hillsides, clearing away
natural vegetation to begin
construction, or contouring. A grading
ordinance provides one meansto
control erosion, prevent damage to off-
site property, avoid creation of
unstable slopesor filled areasand
protect streamsfrom accelerated rates
of sedimentation. A grading ordinance
istypically adopted by acounty in
order to promote and protect public
safety, convenience, comfort,
prosperity, general welfare, and natural
resources.

Isagrading ordinance needed in
Trinity County?

Over the past five years there has been
alot of attention given to grading
problemsin Trinity County. Grading
within sensitive areas such as
floodplains, streams zonesand steep
hillsidesfor driveways, roads, building
pads and other projects hasincreased,
because much of theflat, private land
in the County already has been
developed. Many landowners have
not been ableto obtain building permits
dueto poor grading practicesincluding
inadequate compaction of fill material,
damageto leach field areas or the
creation of unstable slopes. In some
cases, damage has occurredin
buildings, parking lotsand roads, due
to these unstable soil s settling
underneath of the structures.

The casefor better grading practices
and erosion control techniques has
been building for along time. 1n 2000,
thefederal Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA), while studying a
portion of the Eel River, found that the
percent of sediment from small

landowner and county roadswas
actually increasing proportional to
timber industry related sediment. The
study found that erosion from timber
management has been decreasing over
the past 15 years, because improved
grading practices, road designsand
drainage controls have been
implemented. Many of these
improvements were the result of
changesin the Forest Practice Act
regulations. Similar changeshad not
been implemented on county roads or
on those of small, privateland holdings
withinthe Eel River basin.

In 1997, alawsuit filed under Section
303(d) of the Federal Clean Water Act
(Pacific Coast Federation of
Fishermen’s Associations v. Marcus)
resulted in the designation of all rivers
of Trinity County as sediment impaired
dueto past and/or current human
activitiesincluding mining, logging, and
the construction of roads and dams.
Oncethisdesignation was made, the
EPA and the North Coast Regional
Water Quality Control Board were held
responsiblefor establishing sediment
load allocationsfor theseriver systems
and for adopting an implementation
plan to achievethese allocations, called
Total Maximum Daily Loads. (visit

www.epa.gov/region09/water/tmdl for
more on sediment load limitsand Section
303(d) of the Clean Water Act). TheUS
EPA adopted these limitsfor the South
Fork Trinity River in 1998 and for the
Trinity River and all of itstributariesin
2001.

There are other indicatorsthat grading
practices are aconcern. The National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
FisheriesBranch (formerly Nationa
Marine Fisheries Service) has said that
high sediment levels can clog salmon
spawning gravelsreducing fish
reproduction. Thisand many other
factorsled tothefederal listing of the
Coho salmon as athreatened speciesin
1997. InAugust 2002, the California
Fish and Game Commission followed the
federal lead and listed the Coho as astate
threatened species. State and federal
agenciesalso havelooked at steelhead
populations and have reviewed their
status under endangered species
regulations, with nolistingsto date. In
addition, the California Department of
Fish and Game and North Coast
Regional Water Quality Control Board
haveissued finesand increased
enforcement of water quality rulesin
responseto citizen complaints, increasing
the urgency for local governmentsto
provide guidanceto landowners, those
maintai ning our road network and
equipment operators.

Improved grading practices could be one
tool in our management toolbox to help
us be the best stewards of our land and
water resources, and maybealocally-led
approach will be better for Trinity
County than having the State of Federal
Government tell us how we should
respond to these
iSsues.
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South Fork Trinity River Hydrologic and
Geomorphic Monitoring Project

Trinity County Resource Conservation .
District is working on a comprehensive
monitoring program in the South Fork
Trinity River Watershed. The South Fork
Trinity River watershed isincluded on
California’s Clean Water Act Section 303
(d) list as water quality limited due to
sediment. That means that the State Water
Resources Control Board believes that
the amount of soil getting into the
streams of the South Fork Trinity River is
harmful, particularly to the cold-water
fishery. The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) completed a sediment Total
Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) for this
watershed in 1998. With the completion
of the TMDL Planning Process it is clear
that additional monitoring is necessary in
the South Fork Trinity River watershed.

This monitoring project begins or
continues data collection and analysis to
help landowners meet the TMDL targets
set by the EPA through an adaptive
management process. The Stateis
reguired to adopt a plan to reduce the
amount of sediment reaching the streams.
This plan has not been devel oped yet, but
reductions in sediment load are
anticipated through existing restoration
programs (see Page 5 of thisissue). The
program is an attempt to measure
progress toward meeting the targets set by °
the EPA and to provide information that

will help us to design more effective
sediment reduction projects.

The District has subcontracted with the
local hydrology consulting firm, Graham
Matthews & Associates (GMA), to
develop the program, train landowners and
District staff, and coordinate the data
collection and analysis. Funding comes
from the Trinity River Restoration
Program’s, Trinity County Grants, the
State Water Resources Control Board's
Clean Water Act 205(j) program and the

California Department of Fish and Game. Dry autumn weather will shift to rain, and the

. Quality Assurance (QA) Plansfor all \;v![ﬂf
of the procedures were developed,
submitted to the State Water
Resources Control Board and
approved. These QA Plans guide
field data collection, laboratory

analysis and reporting.

this

Sixteen continuous stream flow stations

were installed and are operated
throughout the watershed. 20 manual
sites, consisting of a staff gage and a
crest stage gage also are operated
throughout the basin. A key partner in
this project isthe USFS. They operate

approximately 15 other manual stations.

Gage operation, which includes

downloading datal oggers, calibrating the

instruments, and collecting stream
discharge measurements, provides
critical information on the amount of
water in these streams as it relates to
rainfall. Over 100 of these discharge
measurements have been collected so
far.

Turbidity and suspended sediment
samples were collected at 39 sites by
GMA and various volunteers. This
information combined with the stream
flows will tell us about the sediment
loads for different streams.

Barker Creek and Rattlesnake Creek
were selected for more detailed stream

flow and sediment transport monitoring.

The purpose of the more detailed
monitoring is to refine the relative
sediment loading from smaller areas
within each creek’s drainage.

Geomorphic monitoring is taking place

thisfall. This monitoring is designed to

look at changes in the shape of stream
channels over time. Several streams
were surveyed for cross sections and a
selected length of each stream. The

types and amounts of fine sediments and

gravelsare being analyzed with bulk
samples of sediment, permeability
measurements, pebble counts, and pool
volumes. The USFS is cooperating in

this monitoring to maximize our efforts

and to insure that we use similar
methods.

er monitoring of streams will begin for
rd year. So, if you see someone

standing on a bridge in the middle of a storm

winter they possibly are one of

the members of our dedicated team. '
N 4

District Manager’s Corner--
Pat Frost

Thirty years ago this October
President Nixon signed the Clean
Water Act into law. The Clean
Water Act set the stage for efforts
across the nation to improve the
quality of our waterwayswith a
back drop of massivefish killsand
even oneriver that caught onfire.

We have come along way in
making our rivers, lakesand
streams safefor fishing, swimming
and drinking. Thefirst major
improvementscameby installing
state-of-the-art technology to clean
up the water flowing from the ends
of pipes at factories, and the
construction of new wastewater
treatment plants. The new
treatment plant in Hayfork isan
example—when County public
health officialsannounced closing
popular swimming holesthis
summer, Hayfork Creek was not on
that list!

The second step has been to look at
how we manage our land with an
eyetowards clean water. A lot of
improvements have come from the
good land stewardship that we see
all over Trinity County. Of course
more still needs to be done. This
issue of the Conservation Almanac
isfilled with examples of what folks
in Trinity County are doing to help
meet Richard Nixon’svisionin
1972 of clean rivers and streamsfor
future generations.
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